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ICKFORD CONSERVATION AREA
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CONSERVATION BOUNDARY

CKFORD IS AN EXAMPLE OF A POLY-FOCAL SETTLEMENT, with the
Church and Ickford Manor at one end, and Little Ickford Manor at the other. Two
other areas of early irregular development are located around the Bridge Road/
Sheldon Road junction and around the Rising Sun Public House. The varied plot
layout in these locations is a reflection of the early settlement form. It is these
areas that form the four separate sections of the conservation area.
Ickford contains an eclectic mixture of buildings dating from the 12th to the 21st
century. The majority of the listed buildings date from the 17th century. Buildings
of similar ages tend to share consistencies in scale, form, materials and detailing.
Ickford, historically an isolated community, saw much less significant 18th and
19th century development than areas closer to main transport routes.

CHURCH ROAD AREA:
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HURCH ROAD IS A GENTLY CURVING LANE, with watercourses to
either side. The lane terminates in a cluster of historic buildings, set within
well treed and verdant environs. To the west lies the churchyard and open
fields. The buildings in this area are set on large plots of irregular size. They are
set some way back from the roadside in comparison to other areas in the village,
but the characteristic sense of enclosure is maintained by the walls enclosing the
garden spaces.
The Parish Church of St Nicholas is the oldest building in the village and is listed
Grade I commensurate with its architectural importance. Historically it was the
main focus of the spiritual and social life of the village. The church is set away
from the main route through the village, and somewhat isolated from the heart of
the settlement, although originally it would have been tied to the remnants of the
deserted village area to the south.
The conservation area focuses on the historic church and its associated Rectory
and Farm. A later building, The Grange, is also a key part of the grouping.

LITTLE ICKFORD AREA
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CKFORD ROAD FORKS SOUTH AT THE VILLAGE POND and becomes a
narrow no-through lane, although a footpath continues, linking it to the lower end
of Bridge Road. The main lane curves slightly then runs straight and terminates
at The Close. Bulls Lane curves away to the south east and terminates at Little
Ickford Farm, which is somewhat isolated from the built up area.
The conservation area boundary is drawn around the older buildings in Little
Ickford.
The plot pattern in Little Ickford is markedly different from the rest of the village.
The exception is 5 Bulls lane and the adjacent Smithy cottages which have long
narrow plots. On Bulls Lane development has been constrained to the northern
side of the road, by land ownership patterns.
Plot sizes in Little Ickford are large and irregular in shape. Buildings are set
close to the roadsides with substantial gardens behind. Where there are gaps
between buildings, hedges create a soft edge to the lane. This pattern of built
form and linking walls and vegetation plays a key role in the areas intimate and
rural character. The area has substantial tree cover and the village pond is a key
feature, providing a setting for the historic buildings that face onto it. Buildings,
mostly medieval and high status in origin, are large, with later alterations. Smaller
agricultural buildings remain, and play a key role in the street scene.

WORMINGHALL ROAD AREA
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ORMINGHALL ROAD FORMS A LINEAR SPINE through this historic
area. An offshoot of the road to the west accesses a cluster of vernacular
historic buildings and the conservation area extends northwards
encompassing development on the eastern side of the road. The historic buildings
to the east of Worminghall Road are set to the front of the plots and hard to the
roadside. This pattern reflects the former field boundary pattern in this part of
the village.
The cluster of historic buildings close to The Rising Sun show a pattern of post
medieval buildings on smaller plots with a tighter development plan. Buildings are
generally simple in plan form, and for the most part aligned to the carriageway.

BRIDGE ROAD/SHELDON ROAD AREA
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FURTHER ENCLAVE OF HISTORICAL BUILDINGS, both listed and of
local note, are located around the junction of Bridge Road and Sheldon
Road. The houses here are a result of unplanned and haphazard building
episodes, probably on land carved out of “wastes”, small plots along the
roadside. The exception appears to have been Bridge Lodge which at one time
had substantial grounds than ran as far south as the group of listed buildings
accessed off Bridge Road.
The area exhibits tight plot forms, with buildings close to the roadside. There
are a wide variety of building types and ages which adds visual interest to the
streetscene. The listed buildings in this grouping share common characteristics,
being small thatched cottages. Slate roofing is a feature close to the junction.
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