BUILDING DETAILS AND MATERIALS
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HE HISTORIC BUILDINGS IN ICKFORD share a common palette of materials
which helps tie the buildings together and adds visual interest.

TONE: The church of St Nicholas and Ickford Bridge are the most substantial

buildings of stone in the village. They are constructed of rubblestone, probably
sourced from the Oolitic Limestone deposits that make up the Long Crendon

Ridge. Rubblestone is a rough stone, not worked, but often laid in courses. St Nicholas
has ashlar dressings – larger blocks with clean faces and square edges. The 18th

century whirlpool arch is also of ashlar.
Coursed ashlar stonework on the Church

Unusually Ickford has a number of stone built vernacular dwellings. This is utilised as
building plinths, for timber frame infilling, and also commonly for solid wall construction.
Over half of the historic buildings in the village are constructed at least in part of
rubblestone. In some cases only a wing remains, or a gable wall, as houses were
updated with the more fashionable brick in the 18th century. Some buildings, such
as Manor Farm and Jasmine Cottage remain unpainted, and the coursing can clearly
be seen. The majority of stone has been colourwashed in pale whites and cream, or
roughcast to provide a smoother finish. Where colourwashed rubblestone remains the
texture of the walls exhibits a visually pleasing irregularity.
The Grange is an imposing stone building, constructed of ashlar. Ashlar is also used for
the roadside frontage of The Royal Oak and the contrast between the smooth lines of

th

16 century timber framed staircase extension

the façade and the mixed brick and rubblestone of the gable is visually pleasing.
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ITCHERT: No 64 is unique in the village in that it is constructed of witchert, a

mud block building material. It is common in places such as Haddenham.

IMBER FRAMING: Most of the historic buildings in Ickford have timber frames.

Some of these date back to medieval times, and there are at least 3 remnant
cruck frames in the village. Crucks are long curved timbers framed together in

pairs, which rise from ground level to support the roof purlins. They are a rare and early
form of timber framing. More commonly in Ickford the framing pattern is square panel,
although buildings such as the New Manor House have braces. Infill panels, originally

19th century brick including chequerwork

wattle and daub, have mostly been replaced either with rubblestone or brick. Brick was
a high status material during the 18th century, and more ‘polite’ architectural designs
could be achieved with its use, which is why many of the larger historic houses have
been refronted or had alterations in brick. A fine example is Apple Acre in Little Ickford,
where the ground floor has been built out in brick to join the over sailing upper floors.
Decorative brick patterning can be seen on the infill panels of Herringbone Cottage.
Most panels have however been painted or plastered over.

Timberframed gable and old tile roofs
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RICK: is the most common building material in the village, as most of the

buildings date from the 20th century. Where older brick is seen, it is mellow red

and browns of the traditional Bucks brick. It is possible that brick pits remain

outside the village, often now ponds. Ickford House is a good example of an earlier
building being refaced with brick. Brick is used as a decorative detailing on some of the
19th century buildings, with chequerwork seen on The Old Post Office and some of the
cottages, and brick dressings enlivening the facade of buildings as diverse in styles as
Ickford House and Fairview. Brick is also utilised in the school buildings, and the former
Village reading room close to the Old Rectory.
In some cases the original brick has been overlain by render. This adds visual interest
to the street scene with the contrast between red brick and white painted render.
Brick is used extensively for chimney stacks and most of the historic buildings that
survive in Ickford have at least two. Chimneys provide important vertical elements in

Rubblestone, ashlar and a variety of roofing materials

views as well as breaking up the solid mass of roofslopes.
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HATCH is a feature in Ickford, mainly on smaller cottages that were not reroofed

with tile as it became a more popular building material. Thatch is found on a third
of the historic buildings. There are thatched gabled and hipped or half hipped

roofs. Thatched cottages tend to have upper floor windows cut in at eaves level rather
than protruding from the roof planes although there are examples of dormers at 5 Bulls
Lane and The Rising Sun. Decorative ridge details are common. Where thatch has been
replaced with tile, the steepness of the roof pitch indicates reroofing. Thatch is most
prevalent in the Worminghall Road enclave of historic buildings, probably as a result of
these being lower status dwellings. There is a further concentration off Bridge Road.

Timberframe and Thatch Roof
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ILE is by far the most common roofing material in the village. Older handmade tile

is of mellow reds and browns, a visually pleasing muted palette made from Bucks
Clay. Tiled roofs tend to have steep pitches, mostly gabled, although some roofs

have a half hip. Other roof patterns include catslides, where part of the roof sweeps
down to ground floor level. A good example is seen at Turnfield House.
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LATE only became a common roofing material in the 19th century when it became

more economical to transport it. It is used extensively on the 19th century cottages,

with a particular grouping around the junction of Sheldon and Bridge Road. Slate

can be laid at a much shallower pitch so rooflines tend to be lower and less dominant in
views of the buildings.
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EATHERBOARDING is a particular feature of the former agricultural outbuildings.

Wavy edged rough boarding, black stained, can be seen on many of the surviving
farm buildings. It is also used on extensions to vernacular cottages, usually

at single storey level. Weatherboarding is also used as architectural detailing on some of

Timberframe and tiled roof enlivened with dormers

the newer buildings in the village which help tie the architectural detailing to the historic
environment.
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INDOWS. Historically windows are small casement types made of wood, with

leaded lights, or plain wooden mullion and transoms. On 19th century buildings
sash windows are a feature. There are examples of more decorative windows

found throughout the village. Windows play a key role in the appearance of buildings,
and replacement of traditional wooden windows with modern uPVC can reduce the
historic integrity of a building.
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OORS. Vernacular doors tend to be plain timber construction, sometimes with a

Sash and Casement Windows

small window light. Porches are a feature on some buildings.

Weatherboarding

Square panel timberframe

White Painted Brick

Roof Windows

Rubblestone Building

Dormer Windows

